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"These communities share a common perception and articulation of
culturally-specific practices that are rooted and shaped by land use
practices. This attests that the Jawlani (communities of the Golan
Heights), who are territorially confined, articulated their indigeneity as
a separate ethno-geographic community who values highly their
presence and attachment to the land. Central to the formation of this
distinct identity was the material and symbolic creation of a worked
agricultural landscape as inseparable from its inhabitants’ identification
with the Golan Heights, and their use of those landscape as escape zones
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from overcrowded built up areas. Landscape is the embodied site of a
society’s experience of being, the tangible source of value and practices
that mutually shape both land and people." (pp. 1-2).

N

"Indeed, the affective bonds fostered by collective attachment to apple
trees invest cultural and political meaning for the whole ethno-
geographic community. A recurring affirmation by the Jawlanis is that
without the apple tree, their villages would not exist today. Their
survival through decades, as a disenfranchised indigenous community,
and amidst intense regional political pressures, is signalled by the
physical rootedness of the apple orchards. [...] These non-material
connections bound the Jawlanis to their land and constitute a physical
or ontological expression of their cultural heritage and social structure."

(pp. 11-13).
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